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Bruges was a port of first rank, but with the silting up of its harbor
and the increase in the size of vessels it lost its importance. Recently it
has been connected with the sea by the Zeebrugge Ship Canal, and is
again capable of receiving ocean-going ships. Its natural hinterland,
however, is much smaller and less productive than that of its great
rival, Anvers, and it seems doubtful whether it will again become a
port of major importance. It is, nevertheless, a most picturesque city,
and attracts many tourists. Lace making is an important local industry,
and textiles and some machinery are manufactured.

Although it lacks good harbors, the Belgian coast is excellent for
bathing and is dotted with a number of small resorts. These are exten-
sively patronized by the peoples of the interior cities and by the English.

Sand dunes line the coast, and where necessary these are connected
by artificial dikes, for without such protection many of the low areas
would be flooded at every high tide. The sandy soils of the coastal
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region are infertile and unsuitable for most crops. However, much of
this land has been reclaimed by planting grass and is now used for the
grazing of cattle and horses. Heavily fertilized orchards and market
gardens are found in some sections, but these occupy only a small pro-
portion of the total area. These activities do not provide employment
for any large number of workers, and the region is consequently not
densely populated.

The fertile central portion of the plain is the most productive agri-
cultural section of the country. Its dense population lives in innumer-
able little villages surrounded by their intensively cultivated fields.
Here the plain consists of clay covered with a thin layer of sand. Plow-
ing mixes these and produces a loamy soil which is very fertile. The
thrifty Belgian peasants make use of every available foot of this land
and carry on a laborious but very intensive system of hand agriculture.
A variety of crops are raised, and so intensively are they cultivated
that the yields per acre are among the highest to be found throughout
Europe or the world.